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threaten him or to drive him back if he attempt to
advance.

As has, then, been seen, preparation consists in a
multitude of partial combats, each of which, in order
to secure success, to lead to decision, that is, to the
conquest of the objective selected, involves a decisive
act, a convergency towards the same point, at the same
moment, of all available co-ordinated efforts. Such a
decisive act will contain, in a lesser, but still certain
proportion, the three phases involved by battle: pre-
paration, execution, utilisation. In the case of each
of these phases, the use and formation of troops are
directed by the principles which should command the
corresponding acts in battle.

It is also certain that such a great number of actions
cannot be directed by a single man. The commander-
in-chief plays his part by dividing the task of prepara-
tion between a certain number of subordinate officers,
to the initiative of each of whom, according to his own
means, he leaves the reduction of the enemy.

General Victor commands at Garnsdorf, General
ClaparSde commands at Beulwitz,

The cqpamander keeps to himself the main task, that
df directing and carrying out the decisive attack, and
he also keeps, in any case, the possibility of intervening
up to the last moment with the help of general reserves.

Preparation finely ends in a general action along
the whole front, in sometimes a very hard and often
very long struggle. Therefore, although this operation
should theoretically only absorb a minimum of forces,
it requires in reality $eriou$ sacrifices,1 which the com-
mander must make ungrudgingly, so long as the waste
thus incurred does not endanger the subsequent phases
and more particularly the success of the decisive act;

1 On August 18th, 1870, the Germans devoted to the first frontal
attack the First Aimy (Seventh, Eighth, Second Corps); the Second
Army remained by destination the army of manoeuvre reserved for the
decision; its task was therefore to go and find the right wing of the
Jtaaoh army wherever it might be, and to extend its front as far as
the point on which that wing reposed; the Second Army also devoted
to the frontal attack the Ninth corps, with the Third in the^rear;
finally, therefore, we have no less than five corps taking part in the
preparation.